
Sunday 14th November 2021 

Remembrance Service - Rev. Margaret Millar 

 

Gathering:  Come to God who loves you. 

Come to God in whose presence you are welcome. 

Come, for God is inviting you to worship. 

Come, rejoicing, for God is faithful and just. 

 

Hymn   161:  O God, our help in ages past, Our hope for years to come 

 

Call to Worship:  This I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: 

the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 

his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning. 

 

Prayer of Adoration, Confession and Supplication 

O God,  

you are almighty and everlasting , 

yet compassionate and ever-loving; 

be with us as we gather before you today 

to remember those we have loved, 

those we admire, 

those we have never known 

whose sacrifice ensured that we enjoy freedom. 

 

O God of mercy, we worship you. 

So much we have promised to do, and it is still not done. 

So much that is cruel and wicked 

still goes unchecked in our society. 

So many in this world are still enslaved and uncared for. 

 

Lord God, we come to you in sorrow and sadness. 

Forgive us for the part we play in a world  

which is greedy for land, resources and possessions. 

Forgive us when we fail to reach out with friendship and acceptance. 

Forgive us when we long for status and fail to put the needs of others first. 

Forgive our support of might instead of right,  

aggression instead of reconciliation. 

Forgive us when we take the easy way out,  

instead of standing for truth and justice. 

We would be peacemakers. 

Renew our faith in your unchanging purpose  

of goodwill and peace on earth; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

who taught us to pray ……………Our Father ………….. 

 

Scripture Reading:   Micah 4:1-5     John 15:5-17 

 

Hymn   528    Make me a channel of your peace 

 

Sermon: 

November is a month for remembering, first there is All Saints Day, then there is Bonfire Night 

and then there is Armistice Day, and now Remembrance Sunday.  In each we have a different way of 

remembering.  It is important to remember.  In some cases to learn lessons, while in others there are 

examples to follow. 



 

November is also the month when we think of the onset of winter.  The nights are darker and there is often a 

chill wind.  Have you been busy raking up the leaves these past few days for there has been some stormy 

winds blowing?  Perhaps you have complained because no sooner have you cleared up the fallen leaves 

then there is a fresh batch waiting at the doorstep or garden.  'Why do leaves have to fall?' you may ask. 

Leaves can only make food when they have enough sunlight, during this time of the year we see less and 

less of the sun, most deciduous trees cannot survive freezing temperatures and trees lose water through their 

leaves.  So if  deciduous  trees kept their leaves when the ground freezes, the trees would continue losing 

water, the leaves would become useless and a liability, so the tree protects itself from the leaf which it 

abandons to the winds. 

 

I am moved when I see the men and women in the act of remembrance from the Royal Albert Hall. 

Standing still when poppy petals fall all around them, remembering those who have paid the final price, 

have made the ultimate sacrifice and laid down their lives.  

 

I wonder what they are thinking today we think of them as fallen leaves and honour their memory. 

We recall their sacrifice and thank God for freedom gained at such a price, but in the act of remembrance 

how are we challenged, what about our lives how are we challenged? 

 

Jesus words come to mind, ‘greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends’. 

When Jesus speaks of love that lays down its life, he is not challenging us to a path he himself has trodden. 

 

Where in all the world do we see greater love than the love of the Lord Jesus, who laid down his life for 

those who were once his enemies, whom he names friends? 

 

Jesus left the comfort and glory of his Father’s right hand to come to a world of darkness and sin 

of suffering and death, bearing the taunts and rejection of men and women who questioned his motives and 

challenged his motives.  When Jesus spoke these words he knew what was about to happen - arrest, trial and 

death, though not the end, for he spoke of resurrection.  

 

Jesus calls you and me to follow his example. The example he has set to mirror his great love – a costly 

love. 

 

Jesus does not speak of leaves, but of the vine and branches.  As disciples we are the branches on the Vine 

and are called to bear fruit – fruit that will last.  To do this, we need to remain in the Vine, for we draw 

strength from being in the Vine – from Jesus we are nourished by Christ himself, who calls us friends. 

We are encouraged to remain in God’s love and allow that love to shape our words and actions. 

We are to love one another as Jesus loves us. 

 

Hymn    502    Take my life, Lord, let it be, Consecrated, glad and free 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Intercession 

Almighty God, we remember with thankfulness this day  

all that makes life secure and blessed, 

the freedom from war and want we have, 

the chance to rebuild and recreate. 

 

We remember with thankfulness those who have channelled 

these gifts of yours into our history, 

those who have planned with inspiration and vision 

those who have defied the enemies of progress and freedom. 

 

We remember with reverence him  

who made all things possible and worth striving for, 

who gave us hope, both in life and death, 



your Son Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

 

Today, Lord God, we pray for those places across the globe 

where nations, groups and individuals 

refuse to turn swords into ploughshares, 

turning on their brothers and sisters and on you. 

 

We pray for civilian people drawn into suffering 

regardless of age, gender or faith; 

for places where homes are destroyed, 

citizens become refugees, 

and casualties become statistics. 

 

We pray for humanitarian organisations 

tending the sick and injured, 

restoring relationships, rebuilding communities, 

crossing political barriers. 

 

We pray fore our Country and Commonwealth 

for the Queen and those who govern 

for members of the Armed Forces 

and all who serve the cause of justice and peace. 

 

We pray for each other,  

as we recognise our own conflict situations, 

in communities, churches and homes, 

and the internal conflict of conscience and personality. 

 

Ever-living God we remember those whom you have gathered 

from the storm of war into the peace of your presence 

may that same peace calm our fears 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Hymn  159     Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, Urged and inspired us, cheered us on our 

way  

 

Sending Out 

Go in the peace of the Lord. 

 

Benediction 

And the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be with you now and always. 

 

The National Anthem 

 

Act of Remembrance and laying of Wreath 

 


